Jesus Wept.....And So Did We

Wrap-up of 2008 General Conference of the United Methodist Church
By Liza Kittle

RENEW Network Conference Representative

In the Book of John, the humanity of Jesus is shown as He wept upon hearing the news of His dear friend
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sorrow and compassion for Mary, Martha and all those who grieved for the loss of their brother.

As | sat at General Conference, many times | could not help but feel that Jesus was weeping for His
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and petitions, amendments and deletions, commas and phrasest many of which had little to do with

the advancement of His Gospel message.
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demonstrating that took place on the streets outside the convention center regarding the advancement
of social positions thatcontradiOGd D2 RQa | 2f & 2 2NRO®
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table to be desecrated once again by protesters (many not even United Methodists) unhappy with the
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the blessing of a United Methodist pastor who consecrated the communion elements served at the

wedding) and paraded through the hallways celebrating their union in clear defiance of the General

Conference.
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Although | went to General Conference as a part of the Renewal and Reform Coalition to help monitor

and lobby the proceedings from an evangelical perspective, my heart was called there to advocate for

the women of the church. Specifically, for the women who do not participate in United Methodist
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for Christ-centered ministries and resources.

As a member of the RENEW Network, our research from the current statistical information of the
General Council on Finance and Administration shows that in 2006, UMW membership had dropped to
666,984 women (at one time this number was 1.3 million). With a total church membership of 7.93
million and a total female membership of 4.35 million, UMW membership constitutes 8.4% of total



church membership and 15.3% of total female membership. That leaves almost 85% of women within
the church who do not participate in UMW!!!

RENEW again submitted legislation to the 2008 General Conference that would change The Book of
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ministry models to exist within the United Methodist Church. UMW would still exist in its present form

but the change would enable the 85% of women not served by UMW to explore and develop ministries

that meet the needs of their particular congregation, or, to have the ministries they have already

formed recognized. Many churches already doing 8 2 YSy Q&  feryTdcegiedidoSailes when
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to stop the formation of these ministries, particularly if they go beyond the local church, and fights

vigorously at General Conference to defeat our legislation.

One example of this strategic battle takes place at the very beginning of General Conference before the
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(COSROW) sponsors the female delegate orientation at the beginning of the conference and members
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information and instructions regarding the process of General Conference. Imagine our surprise when
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our legislation. After the presentation the delegates were put into groups according to their committee
assignments and instructedbythe2 2 YSY Q& 5A QA aA2y 2y K2g G2 St SOG LIS
positions and get their legislation passed in committee. The entire process was tainted from the
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circumvent the democratic process of General Conference.
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team prayed and continued to be hopeful that this year the women of the church would finally be set
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individual delegates with our concerns and monitored the various committee proceedings from the

visitor section. In the Local Church committee, as several delegates rose to speak against our legislation

with arguments that were either incredibly feeble or blatantly untrue, my heart began to sink in

disbelief and hope began to fade.
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presented by Rev. Shuler, a sub-committee chairperson in the Local Church legislative group, was
instrumental in the defeat of our legislation.
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UMW members in their annual data given to GCFA, but the small church in question only had 225 total



members! This 600 figure was reported by mistake, a fact verified by GCFA. (The actual total number of
UMW members for 2005 was 30 women and in 2007 was 24 women.) As a leader in his district and
conference, one would imagine that Rev. Shuler would know that the 600 figure could not possibly be
accurate. The average participation of female membership in UMW in the North Carolina conference is
21%, slightly higher than the national average of 15%.)

As debate continued, one evangelical pastor and one timid Russian young woman had the courage to
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church which upholds diversity and inclusiveness around every turn, deny 85% of the women in the
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ability of the Holy Spirit to move among its women in new and exciting ways? What could possibly be so

threatening about giving this freedom and recognition to the majority of women in the church? The
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Division and the General Board of Church and Society, use the process of General Conference to keep

the church in bondage to their political and social activism. The minority controls the masses by means

of political savvy and will. Mission giving by local women and apportionment giving by local churches

feeds this machine of radical feminism and leftist political activism. Reaching a hurting world with the

Gospel of Jesus Christ has become lost in a sea of social justice and liberation theology. As membership

numbers continue to decline and dollars become even scarcer, these groups seem to dig in even deeper.

The epitome of frustration came for me as | observed the Global Ministries committee do its work.
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defeated by a vote of 38-29. Members of the Division were exuberant at their victory. Many of us were

aghast that a simple proclamation to promote evangelism in the local community would be a threat to
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One comes away from General Conference feeling very sad and disillusioned about the state of the
United Methodist Church. But I also came away from this event with a great feeling of peace amidst the
storms and disappointments of the conference. A peace that God is bigger than all of this and that He
has a plan for His church and His women. Peace in the knowledge that we had been obedient to the
work that He had called us to. Peace that He is blessing the women of the church with fruitful ministries
in spite of tremendous hardships and persecution. Peace that He has given courage to so many disciples
who stand bravely and proclaim His truth regardless of the consequences. And peace that His will shall
be done.



Just as Jesus restored physical life to His dear friend Lazarus, our Lord can also restore spiritual life to His
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mark of the common-sense life: gracious uncertainty is the mark of the spiritual life. We are not
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to His Word, and faithful to His gift of gracious uncertainty, which is certain of the future God holds for

us.



