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In the Book of John, the humanity of Jesus is shown as He wept upon hearing the news of His dear friend 

LazŀǊǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ   9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ ƪƴŜǿ IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ [ŀȊŀǊǳǎ ǘƻ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΣ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

sorrow and compassion for Mary, Martha and all those who grieved for the loss of their brother. 

As I sat at General Conference, many times I could not help but feel that Jesus was weeping for His 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ IŜ ǿŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ [ŀȊŀǊǳǎΦ   LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ IŜ ǿŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŘŜōŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ 

and petitions, amendments and deletions, commas and phrasesτmany of which had little to do with 

the advancement of His Gospel message.  

LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ IŜ ǿŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǿǊŀƴƎƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

demonstrating that took place on the streets outside the convention center regarding the advancement 

of social positions that contradiŎǘ DƻŘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ ²ƻǊŘΦ 

LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ IŜ ǿŜǇǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ōƛǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 

table to be desecrated once again by protesters (many not even United Methodists) unhappy with the 

ǾƻǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ǉƻǎition on homosexuality.   

LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ IŜ ǿŜǇǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŜȄ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ άƳŀǊǊƛŜŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ όǿƛǘƘ 

the blessing of a United Methodist pastor who consecrated the communion elements served at the 

wedding) and paraded through the hallways celebrating their union in clear defiance of the General 

Conference. 

!ƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ IŜ ǿŜǇǘΧŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

Although I went to General Conference as a part of the Renewal and Reform Coalition to help monitor 

and lobby the proceedings from an evangelical perspective, my heart was called there to advocate for 

the women of the church.  Specifically, for the women who do not participate in United Methodist 

²ƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀl church. These women I 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ 

for Christ-centered ministries and resources.    

As a member of the RENEW Network, our research from the current statistical information of the 

General Council on Finance and Administration shows that in 2006, UMW membership had dropped  to 

666,984 women (at one time this number was 1.3 million).   With a total church membership of 7.93 

million and a total female membership of 4.35 million, UMW membership constitutes 8.4% of total 
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church membership and 15.3% of total female membership.  That leaves almost 85% of women within 

the church who do not participate in UMW!!! 

RENEW again submitted legislation to the 2008 General Conference that would change The Book of 

Discipline ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

ministry models to exist within the United Methodist Church.  UMW would still exist in its present form 

but the change would enable the 85% of women not served by UMW to explore and develop ministries 

that meet the needs of their particular congregation, or, to have the ministries they have already 

formed recognized.  Many churches already doing ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ often face great obstacles when 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΦ  ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ Ǉǳǘǎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ ōƛǎƘƻǇǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¦a² 

to stop the formation of these ministries, particularly if they go beyond the local church, and fights 

vigorously at General Conference to defeat our legislation.   

One example of this strategic battle takes place at the very beginning of General Conference before the 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŜƴŀǊȅ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ wƻƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴ 

(COSROW) sponsors the female delegate orientation at the beginning of the conference and members 

ƻŦ w9b9² ǿŜǊŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  hƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

information and instructions regarding the process of General Conference.  Imagine our surprise when 

ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ IŀǊǊƛŜǘ hƭǎŜƴΣ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ tell the entire assembly not to vote for 

our legislation. After the presentation the delegates were put into groups according to their committee 

assignments and instructed by the ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

positions and get their legislation passed in committee.  The entire process was tainted from the 

ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŘǳŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴκ/h{wh²Σ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǘǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǳǘhority to 

circumvent the democratic process of General Conference. 

wŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ƛƴǎǳǊƳƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ w9b9² 

team prayed and continued to be hopeful  that this year the women of the church would finally be set 

ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǾŜƴǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜ-conference mailings, lobbied 

individual delegates with our concerns and monitored the various committee proceedings from the 

visitor section.   In the Local Church committee, as several delegates rose to speak against our legislation 

with arguments that were either incredibly feeble or blatantly untrue, my heart began to sink in 

disbelief and hope began to fade.  

hƴŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǊƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ¦a² ƻǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘΧǿe know some women are just 

ǇŜǿ ǎƛǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦέ  ! ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ  ŦǊƻƳ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΣ wŜǾΦ !ƭōŜǊǘ 

Shuler, rose and claimed tƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ άслл ¦a² ƳŜƳōŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ 

άǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƎƻŜǎ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎǘǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ 

presented by Rev. Shuler, a sub-committee chairperson in the Local Church legislative group, was 

instrumental in the defeat of our legislation. 

όbh¢9Υ  ¦Ǉƻƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ wŜǾΦ {ƘǳƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ слл 

UMW members in their annual data given to GCFA, but the small church in question only had 225 total 
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members!  This 600 figure was reported by mistake, a fact verified by GCFA. (The actual total number of 

UMW members for 2005 was 30 women and in 2007 was 24 women.)   As a leader in his district and 

conference, one would imagine that Rev. Shuler would know that the 600 figure could not possibly be 

accurate.  The average participation of female membership in UMW in the North Carolina conference is 

21%, slightly higher than the national average of 15%.) 

As debate continued, one evangelical pastor and one timid Russian young woman had the courage to 

ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ ȅŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΧŀƭƭ L ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ŘƻΧǿŀǎ ǿŜŜǇΦ  Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΚ  Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀ 

church which upholds diversity and inclusiveness around every turn, deny 85% of the women in the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ƻǊΣ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ  Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ assembly deny the 

ability of the Holy Spirit to move among its women in new and exciting ways? What could possibly be so 

threatening about giving this freedom and recognition to the majority of women in the church? The 

ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛǎΧǇƻǿŜǊΣ ƳƻƴŜȅ and fear. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŘƛǎƘŜŀǊǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

Division and the General Board of Church and Society, use the process of General Conference to keep 

the church in bondage to their political and social activism.  The minority controls the masses by means 

of political savvy and will.  Mission giving by local women and apportionment giving by local churches 

feeds this machine of radical feminism and leftist political activism.  Reaching a hurting world with the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ has become lost in a sea of social justice and liberation theology. As membership 

numbers continue to decline and dollars become even scarcer, these groups seem to dig in even deeper.   

The epitome of frustration came for me as I observed the Global Ministries committee do its work.  

There was a petition to add a simple sentence to The Book of Discipline ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  !ƭƭ ƛǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ άŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ ²ƻƳŜn in efforts to bring 

ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǿƛŦǘƭȅ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ƛƴƴƻŎǳƻǳǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  !ƴ 

amendment was proposed to changŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ άǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ¦a² ƛƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  !ƎŀƛƴΣ ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ŜƴǎǳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

defeated by a vote of 38-29.  Members of the Division were exuberant at their victory.  Many of us were 

aghast that a simple proclamation to promote evangelism in the local community would be a threat to 

ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  Iƻǿ ǎŀŘΦ 

One comes away from General Conference feeling very sad and disillusioned about the state of the 

United Methodist Church.  But I also came away from this event with a great feeling of peace amidst the 

storms and disappointments of the conference.  A peace that God is bigger than all of this and that He 

has a plan for His church and His women.  Peace in the knowledge that we had been obedient to the 

work that He had called us to.  Peace that He is blessing the women of the church with fruitful ministries 

in spite of tremendous hardships and persecution.  Peace that He has given courage to so many disciples 

who stand bravely and proclaim His truth regardless of the consequences.  And peace that His will shall 

be done. 
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Just as Jesus restored physical life to His dear friend Lazarus, our Lord can also restore spiritual life to His 

church and people, in whatever form He deems bestΦ  !ǎ hǎǿŀƭŘ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

mark of the common-sense life: gracious uncertainty is the mark of the spiritual life.  We are not 

ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ IŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƴŜȄǘΧ!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ Dƻd, 

ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎΣ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴŎȅΦέ  aŀȅ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ 

to His Word, and faithful to His gift of gracious uncertainty, which is certain of the future God holds for 

us.    

 


