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WHO ARE WE?

The renewal groups are the best friends of United Methodism

General Conference 2004
is fast approaching and the renewal
groups within the United Method-
ist Church plan participation in this
important event within the life of
our denomination. Due to misin-
formation that is being circulated
about us, this is an important time
to clarify who we are

the membership of these
“unofficial” organizations?

We are Christians:
We are part of the Body of
Christ—the Church Universal.
If we perceive any threats to
the Church of Jesus Christ, it is
our responsibility to identify
those threats

as renewal agents
within the church.

The RENEW
Network is not alone
in having been

What gives credence to the
voices of those who comprisej the doctrinal,
the renewal groups?

and to call for
faithfulness to

moral and ethi-
cal standards

accused by official

church staff or agencies of not be-
ing an “official” part of the de-
nomination. Good News, The
Confessing Movement, UMAc-
tion, Transforming Congregations,
Lifewatch and others have been
identified as those whose voices
have no validity because their exis-
tence is not sanctioned through
“democratic church structures.”

What then gives credence
to the voices of those who make up

INSIDE:

Another RENEW??
Who is Lifewatch/ TUMAS?

God is in the Legislative
Process

Inspiring Ministry Models

of the Bible.

Our primary focus happens to
be that part of the Body of
Christ called United Methodist.

We are members of
The United Methodist
Church:  We have pledged to
“be loyal to The United Meth-
odist Church, and do all in our
power to strengthen its minis-
tries.” We have also promised
to “faithfully participate in its
ministries by our prayers, our
presence, our gifts and our ser-
vice.” Having and expressing
valid, documented concerns
about the leadership provided
by “official” boards, agencies
and personnel, does not disen-
franchise us as members in
good standing.

(continued on page 2)
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A CALL TO PRAYER FOR
GENERAL CONFERENCE

“Methodists Want to Pray,

Not Faint” —so reads a title fromThe
Daily Wesley, a book of excerpts from
John Wesley for every day of the year.
This title, and the accompanying
Wesley excerpt, offers an appropriate
challenge as we approach General
Conference 2004

Methodists pray without ceasing.
They have been assigned to pray, not
faint.

Not that they always goto a
house of prayer, though they neglect no
opportunity to go.

Not that they always go to their
knees, though they often kneel.

Not that they cry aloud to God in
words always, for often the Spirit inter-
cedes with groans that cannot come to
words.

—John Wesley, The Character ofa

Methodist, 1742 , Bristol Books, Bristol
House, Ltd.

Wll you join us in concerted
prayer by lifting up your heart to God
on behalf of General Conference 2004?
We will focus upon: all plans and ac-
tivities now taking place in relation to
the conference; our elected delegates
and alternates as they read the moun-
tain of materials they will receive prior
to GC2004; the involvement of our
boards and agencies in the legislative
process; the presence and effectiveness
of United Methodist renewal groups
attending General Conference—and
much more. If you are willing to be a
part of our prayer effort, signify that on
the enclosed card and return it to us.
We will send you a General Confer-
ence 2004 prayer guide.

Be one of the Methodists who
wants to pray, not faint!



WHO ARE WE? (Continued from page 1)

We are a grassroots movement:  Such
movements “originate among the common people,”
or, in our case, among concerned laity and clergy at
the local level. This is a bottom-up, not a top-down
flow. We are representative of those who comprise
the membership and fund the programs of the
institution. To say that these folks are “unofficial’
is to attack part of the Body of Christ.

We are those who love the United
Methodist Church too much to leave it:  Many
have walked away from our denomination out of
disappointment and heartbreak. We have not. God
has put it within us to remain within as faithful
members, working for reform and revitalization.

We believe that God's lavish vision for the future of
our denomination is rooted in its historic past.
Methodism impacted the formation of America
through vibrant revivals and Spirit-filed preaching
that transformed lives, and through a strong
emphasis upon holiness of heart and life that
impacted the culture. This Wesleyan witness,
birthed in England and Ireland, and maturing in
America, spread to other countries. We hold that
United Methodism can only impact present and
future America—and the world—from this same
center. The greatest growth within Methodism is
outside North America, in regions of the world
where the Gospel is preached and Scriptural
Christianity flourishes in the lives of believers.

Who are we? We are Christians. We are
United Methodists. We are a grassroots group who
love the United Methodist Church too much to
leave it. Contrary to what our critics say, we are
not antagonists, but The United Methodists
Church’s best friends.

We will be at General Conference 2004 to
clearly and respectfully share our vision of a
reformed, revitalized church with delegates and
guests. Watch for our handouts. Visit our
displays. Attend our special events. You may just
find yourself to be one of us!

| DON'T UNDERSTAND

Lord My Child
| just don't understand Don't try to nderstand.
What in the World Just live it

You're doing in my life. For Me.

From: Lord, It Keeps Happening....
By Ruth Harms Calkin

Another RENEW??

RENEWED HEARTS
By: Kim Bullard

RENEW (not affiliated with the RENEW
Network), is the women's program ministry at St.
James United Methodist Church in Montgomery,
Alabama. RENEW stands for Reaching,
Engaging, Nurturing, EachWoman for Christ.
The purpose of the RENEW Ministry is to lead
women of all ages to maturity in Christ, enabling
them to share Jesus with family, friends and
others, and to serve the church and community.
RENEW began in September of 2001.

Janeese Lowry Spencer is the teacher anc
founder of this dynamic ministry. Janeese is the
wife of the senior pastor at St. James and is an
ordained minister. A graduate of Candler School
of Theology, Janeese makes what is difficult for
some to understand clear and relevant to their
lives.

Each week I, along with several hundred
other women, walk into a room at St. James UMC
that is electric with the presence of the Holy
Spirit. RENEW is a community-wide morning
and evening Bible study that incorporates praise
and worship led by praise teams for each session.
RENEW is a place where women are free to
worship, where they are fed spiritually and where
their lives are transformed.

Volunteers are involved in carrying out
this weekly ministry. RENEW has teams that
cover administration, hospitality, prayer, multi-
media, praise and drama. There are also small
group leaders. At the end of each lesson, the
women have the opportunity to join a small group
where they discuss the day’s topic and nurture
each other.

The goal of RENEW is to establish a
“holistic” program that meets the spiritual,
mental, physical and social needs of women.
Various ministry arms carry out this goal,
including: Mentoring — The mentoring
program connects the newer Christian women
with a mature Christian woman. This six-month
mentoring relationship grows friendships and
deepens Christian commitment.

Prayer & Fasting — While organized by
RENEW, this program has full church
involvement with at least two people praying and
fasting for the church and community daily.

(continued on page 3)




RENEWED HEARTS  (continued from page 2)
Spintual Leadership Development --
courses on leadership skills.

Electives — Short study courses addressin
the needs of women.

Spintual Events — Covers women'’s
conferences and other special events.

Resource Center — Offers resources to
enhance spiritual growth and discipleship.

Women in Missions (WIM) — In
December 2003, WIM merged with RENEW to
bring all women’s ministries under one program
ministry. WIM includes all circles and mission
outreach programs such as Kate’s Closet and the
Prayer Shawl and Prayer Blanket ministries.

Participating in RENEW is a fulfiling
experience for me. Our weekly Bible studies are
challenging and inspiring. | have seen lives
changed, women freed from bondage and growth
in Christian discipleship. | thank God for blessing
St. James UMC with this unique women'’s
ministry.

RENEW will be offering Janeese
Spencer’s weekly Bible study lessons on CD and
DVD in the near future. They will be excellent

for personal or group use.
To receive the RENEW Newsletter, call 334/277-3037.
St. James UMC is located at 9045 Vaughn Rd.,
Montgomery, AL 36117

WHO IS LIFEWATCH/TUMAS?

Origins of the pro-life movement within the
UMC

Offers

Even before the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme
Court decision legalizing abortion, some denominational
boards were actively moving The United Methodist
Church towards a pro-abortion position. United
Methodists had no unified voice defending women and
their unborn children against the deceptive allure of
abortion.

In August 1987, nine pastors and lay people met
in Washington, D.C. and formed the Taskforce of United
Methodists on Abortion and Sexuality (TUMAS). One of
the objectives of the new organization was to promote
Biblical and Wesleyan moral responsibility in the church
and society.

TUMAS's mission statement reads, “Out of
obedience to Jesus Christ, the Taskforce of United
Methodists on Abortion and Sexuality works to create, in
church and society, esteem for human life at its most
vulnerable, specifically for the unborn child and for
the woman who contemplates abortion. Therefore,
TUMAS's goal is to win the hearts and minds of
United Methodists, and to engage in

abortion-prevention through a theological, pastoral and
social emphasis that supports human life.”

TUMAS has worked within the annual conferences
to educate United Methodists about the realities of abortion
and to bring about change which both protects the life of the
unborn child and honors the lifelong health and welfare of
the woman facing a crisis pregnancy.

As part of its outreach, TUMAS began a quarterly
newsletter calledLifewatch. The newsletter is now read by
over 4000 United Methodists throughout the nation. Over
time, the group has become more closely associated with the
name Lifewatch than with TUMAS, though both names refer
to the same organization.

The Lifewatch board is looking for like-minded
individuals, both lay and clergy, to represent us and present
the pro-life position to their Annual Conferences. We will
have a behind-the-scenes presence at the up-coming General
Conference in Pittsburgh as we promote pro-life petitions
and provide resources for delegates.

Lifewatch receives no funding and little publicity
from the denomination. We depend entirely on the prayers,
donations and personal involvement of like-minded
individuals. If you concur with the pro-life position and
vision of Lifewatch, we would love to have you join us.

For more information contact:
Cindy Evans
Lifewatch Publicity and Outreach Coordinator
573/896-9680.

Visit our website: www.lifewatch.org .

INSPIRING MODELS

Inspiring Models for Effective Women's
Ministry is a new resource for women's
ministry developed by a taskforce of leading UM
women ministry leaders. Full of
scriptural guidelines, practical advice, helpful tips
and real-life examples, this complete
resource has everything you need to revitalize an

existing women'’s ministry or to develop a Christ-
centered, life-changing women'’s
ministry in your church. The cost for this 68-page
handbook and accompanying resource packet is
$15 (plus $4 postage). To order, use the enclose
form, or call 706/778-4812.




From the Editor

GOD IS IN THE LEGISLATIVE
PROCESS

God is all and all. Hebrews reminds us that the
Son..."upholds all things by the word of His power.”
Therefore, all things come under His auspices, even the
legislative process at United Methodist General
Conferences!

“Hebrews reminds us that the

General Son...” upholds all things by
Conference 2000
stands as a testimony
to the effectiveness of praying for God's assistance in the
legislative process. While there were certainly human
shortcomings in the decision-making process, The
United Methodist Church held its ground on most
doctrinal and moral issues.

For the first time, the RENEW Network has
encouraged submission of several petitions to General
Conference. These legislative proposals are geared
toward allowing for greater inclusion of evangelical
women among the elected directors, encouraging greater
accountability on the part of the Women's Division to
the general church—and the inclusion of the women’s
ministry in the total program of the local church, and
toward allowing for supplemental women’s ministries at
the local level.

This last legislative focus is the one that has
received the most criticism from the Women'’s Division.
District and conference officers have heard from the
Division, and have passed along the warning, that this
petition is “out to destroy UMW.” Not so.

This petition addresses a reality within our
church. Although the Discipline mandates, “in every
local church thereshall be an organized unit of United
Methodist Women,” there is not. The petition RENEW
has recommended asks that this language be changed to
read, “In the local church theremay be an organized unit
of United Methodist Women.”

This legislative change was first introduced at General
Conference 1996 by a woman who had no connection
with RENEW. The vote was 407 for the change, 477
against. This was shockingly close. The same individual
reintroduced her petition at General Conference 2000. It
was soundly defeated since the

the word of His power.”

the opposition was alert and marshaled against it.

In 1999 the Texas Annual Conference approved
a supplemental women’s ministry called Celebration. It
is thriving, and is not a threat to United Methodist
Women, but rather offers another women's ministry
opportunity to women who do not choose to join UMW.

Is this not far preferable to having disenchanted women
uninvolved in women’'s ministries, or joining those
sponsored by parachurch organizations?

RENEW asserts that the new language will
create a more open and inviting atmosphere for a variety
of women’s ministries to arise. All women’s ministries,
including United Methodist Women, will grow if there is
a climate encouraging multiple women’s program
ministries that addresses the needs and desires of local
church women.

We will be sending a copy

of our
recommended petitions and
their rationale to all General
Conference 2004 delegates
and alternates. In addition,
we will send an analysis of
the 17 legislative pieces
submitted by the Women'’s
Division, many of which are
highly controversial.

Faye Short
President, RENEW

Pray with us for
the legislative process at General Conference
—God will be in it!
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